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| « « This indeed l is true and dedkaft 4 

. ty kiadneſs,” Kc. Here is 4 portion of 

| evangelical doctrine, which ſeems 1 to be ap- 

. plied i in a confuſed and embaraſſed manger. 

We often ſee the moral precepts of the go- 

: ſpel quoted looſely and unconneftedly.by the 

. writers: of che early ages of Chriſtianity. Of 

chis there are many examples in Clemens 

Romanus, and i in the epiſtle of Polycary. vir i © 


may not be unworthy of obſervation, that 

; between che ſtyle of the apoſtolical uber. 1 
and that of the apoſtles, there is a' moſt MW © 

diſcernible difference. For example, Jet a- | 

ny one compare Clemens. Romanus, Igna- . 
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« ipſa voluiſſet. i. e. * The ſurrounding wy 
66 crouds beheld this s exceſs of cruelty with 15 
40 horror, and could not abſtain from tear r if 
« at a ſpectacle which ee ha: — Ty | 
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« Unto ths” i 1 8 2 0 red. hy 5 
10 o was as if it had 
c been cold.” Theſe words do not merit: 
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Properties of fre. MWere it literally under- 
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an an Englith reader a competent notion of We 
nature of e torture. 
0 The Procenfil, at 45 Statine . 
: _ who was conſul under Antoninus Pius, 
A. U. C: 895. Valeſius, not. ad Euſeb. 
1. iv. p. 71. ſhews, that Statius C Quadratus 
was proconſul in Aſſa, in the ſeventh year 
of Marcus Aurelius, Pollio in the eighth, 
and Severus in the ninth. ie er Re WHT 
% To have pity on his Mn: 5 0 1 mak 
Wt cury xeſonages. 4 His time of life. 
For the proconſul uſed the ſame exprefſion 
in ſpeaking to the aged Polycarp. 70 is 
plain from the narrative, that Gern 
was in the full vigour of life; 1 have 8 
fore followed . _ ROE . 
by che word: ne eee 
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he was to be burnt, there if , 
great a tumult that no body could he heark; 
© Dat there came 2 voice to him 

ven, ſaying, Be frog, Polycarp, and 
5 dennis thyſelf liked man + and cho 
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« _ the brethren . 
The meaning eee erſiſt 
ee That, according to 8 
> ww: from the church of Smyrna, Ce 
he brethren heard the words; while, at 
« the fache time, there was ſuch a tumult 
4 that no one could be heard: and that 
« there is 4 contradiction in this Which 
40 e e the natra- 
* tive,” 8 05 
| | As'to this, it I de ee 1. hs | 
the contradiction is not in the © original nar- | 
rative, but ariſes merely from the manner of 
abridging it. The brethren heard the voice 
while Polycarp was entering into the fta- 
dium; but the uproar of the enthuſiaſtic. = 


carp appeared: within the ſtadium. e 
2. When the writers of the epile faid, 13 
« That there was fo great a tumult that no 
A one could be ION”: it is * 1 | 


and unfeeling multitude. arofe when Toby e 


. meant no more, than « that, ö 
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ceedingly g Ms £3, 1 e 8 115 250 Fro 9 8 . 
1 e N Middleton ſhould not  fuppo- 
bed, that che tory contained any contradic- 
relating it, unleſs he bad; 
that a viren bee cannot be heard 
ar nadneſs of the people! 
2 1 cauſt nt dt mit dis opinion of Dx Mid- b 
dleton's without making ſome farther reflec- # 
tions on it. 1. He fays,. 0 That Polyear | 0 
1 entered the liſts in which he was, to. be ce 
ec zurnt. This expreſſion tend to mit- 0 
lead an inattentive reader; as It is 0 
3 ted to convey the. notion, chat the death w 
of Polycarp, by burning, was an event Ml « 
40 © expected at that . beg no « 
. body ſaw who it, was that: ſpate,” is an a 
odd expreſſion. It ſeems to have. | 
- ployed, i in order to have it belie 
vords were uttered by ſome one e of the ſpec: 


25 * 8 = N : * * f 
* . 2 $ * þ . * 2 . _ tators. * 
* s # 8 e n * T& ; 8 
x - x 
* 25 
— - 
* * 
— 
Ss 
. 
+ 
- 4 4 
{ » 1 
7 * 6 
' 
» U * 
* * a 
= 4 * 4 
* 
# v. 
— — „ 
% „ 


tators. The, I boy 


vhat Dr Middteron krone: that in che . 
confuſion which: then prevailed no words 
_ eould be heard! 3. He ſays, “ Yet many of 
N the brethren heard the voice” | Hence be 


feems to infer, that there” were Chriſtians | 


preſent who did not” hear the voite. Of 
this, however, there is no ſufficient” evi- 
dence. The- words of the "ou as pu- >; 


bliſned by Archbiſhop Uſher, aret 7 | 
party Tor" nuerigar i rupbrric Aveo. | 8 


obvious ſenſe of which is, that “ ſuch of 


« our people as were preſent,” or © the: 
«- brethren preſent,” heard the voice.” Eu- - 
ſebius has, roy ni reo ot oN Tapirric,. | 


whick means, nes the. multitude ' of the bre - 
thren who were preſent ; ors, © the bre=- 
« thren, who were there in great numbers. * 
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« one of the ane n byſtanders ur uttered: 
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The en be 1 Clere hos dies follow- 
ed by a nn. it is ne to. men- 
Thins: may + 55 teach Fol this eonjediire. 
'The ſtadium at Sm na was ſituated on the 
ſide of an eminence; hence words uttered 
from that eminence may have ſee med to have 


iſſued from heaven, in the opinion of thoſe 


pony: who ſtood. at the entrance into. the 
Aﬀer Gxteen asd Wee elapſe 
we read of the martyrdom of Polycarp in 
the retirement and quiet of our cloſets. The 
ſtory may chance for a while, to affect t 
ſenſibility of our nature 3 3. yet. the wem 
is ſoon effaced by the remembrance of-other 
events, more intereſtiog, becauſe more re- 
| ent. 
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RY bund en not dhe credul 


ſionaries, who imagine that they: hear 5 


which are not ſpoken, or who aſcribe words 
to the Divinity uaworthy.of..his nature and 


attributes. The voice, be it miraculous or 


be it natural, uttered a ſentiment grave and 


elevated, and .admirably en do the 2:4 : 


lemnity of the occaſion, (2a 
III. Others, however, l hold the voice to 
2 * been miraculous. 
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the Deity, and he may interpoſe in a thou- 


ſand ways where we cannot diſcern the pro- 
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from the devices: of ynprincipled FT T_ 
legiſlators : one, in a word, who holds, that 
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itſelf, muſt be renounced in the cauſe of . 


truth. On the principles of ſuch 2 * 
; would now attempt to argue. e 
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would never have been imputed to. what the 
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7 3 A peſtilence rages: in \Eptefis 
| which has wee all 11 powers of medicine. 


th Airs, wont) that orcs made, and 
5 litanies ſung, in order to c obtain-mercy from 
Diana, the averter of peſtilence, and the tu- 
telary divinity: of the Epheſians: they alſo re- | 
quire, that the image of the Goddeſs which 
Fell from heaven ſhould, on- this oecaſion, 


be venerated with peculiar honour 3 what 
would be the. conduct of a: religious T heiſt, 


after he had; endeavoured: in vain: to remove 
himſelf. beyond the reach of this idolatrous 
and enthuſiaſtic multitude 2. he would ſay, 
Friends and fellow- citizens, The peſti- 
« lence: is a-calamity:- ariſing from natural 

0 * cauſes, and from the providence. of God; 
your Diana is, an imaginary being, who 
5 « can neither 


« under which you periſh; x: and 2s fo that 
image, which, you ſay fell from heaven, 


8. it is in truth a. vine. e ack, grabbed out of 
âwll a a. | 


W +4 
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— 4 * ; : « 


Ky will I venerate this worthleſs mage, to 
«which the craft of prieſts, and the” ere - 


multitude have cried out, Away wick the 


If, in that moment, an unknown voice had 


favourers of his opinions, who beheld his 
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« a ficld inthe neighbourh 0 do 
«will not make proceſſions, or ag kita ; — "Pa 
in honour of a fabulous divinity; neith r 


« qulity of the people, have aſeribed a cele- 
1 ſtial origin.“ . Would not the n 


9 ungodly 2”. and would they not have in- 

lifted all the torments which perten 9 5 
could deviſe on this aſſertor of the trum? 
been heard, exhorting him to courage ang 
conſtancy, would he not have ſuppoſed, that 
it was Semething divine ? and would 1 d the - 
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courage' and conftaney, have reported this 
voice as ſomething divine, without expoſing 
themſelves to the Lorn and cenſure of 8 
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LS Stmits Mae —— in ths reign ok. 
Antoninus Pius, A. U. ©. 895. He had 
heen a rhetorician, and was wont to make 
extemporary declamations on the topics agi- 
tated in the ſchools. | Kodparwr 5 © uTaroc, 


wu ene rc bee 0 ae ; * 


| Og This. circumſtance is e | 


Quadratus had been” bred in the ſchools of 


eloquence, and was wont to argue on eicher 


ſide of any queſtion-: having now become 
a judge, he undertook to perfuade or con- 
fute Polycarp. Had it not been for his of- 


| fice of judge under a Heathen government, 
be could, with equal facility, bave argued | 
' for the other fide, and encouraged Polycarp 


to perſiſt in his opinions, even on the prin- 


ciples of the philoſophy which happened to 


be faſhionable in thoſe times. It is to be la- 
mented, that ſo little of the rhetor's s argu- 


2 ment has been e One topic only 


remains; 0 


fearch ! Tos hc was Fluid, not nn 
was true. To Germanicus he faid, 10 * 
* pity on thy yout | 

* * Reverence thine vid ge 
* Swear by the Fortune of Gags, There 
was a ſtatue of Fortune placed in the bed- 
chamber of che Roman Emperors. 


Abi Uf the empire ind as 4 ſymbol e ſu- 


: preme power. Julius Capitolinus, in che 


life of Antoninus Pius, thus peaks. 


< ti} die cum fe gravari videret, M. Anto- 
e nino temp. et filiam preſentibus prefettis 


be commendavit, Fortunamque auream que 
re in cubiculb  Principum Poni folebat, tranſ- 
« ferriad eum Juſt.” p.21. See alſo p. 25. 


Elius Spartianus, in the life of Severus, _ 
| ſays, * 6 Fortunam regiam, que comitari Prin. 


* "x et in N poni fibers, geminare 
NM . Be © intuerats 
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4 trique relinqueret filior p: 73. 


. 


_ who worſhipped not the gods. Ron 

pen Polycarp ſaid, — Away with the 
N 1 . 46 ungodly N This inciderit i is deſcribed i in 
| A ©. ſo lively colours, chat the action of Polycarp 


hear the words which he uttered. There 
| who chuſe to make Polycarp ſay what, in 


prete his words in a prophetical ſenſe, as as 
implying, not a. wiſh that the ungodly might 
be taken away or cut off, but a Nun 
- that ſuch would be their fate. 5 Fo 3 
But! it would feem, that the words ought 
to 


* 


2 Klatuerat, ut bac fimulacrum x u. | 


Jo determine the ee import of * Jl 
ing by the Fortune. of Cafar i is difficult: ſome 
ſort of veneration was certainly meant. It 
may appear ſingular, that Polycarp ſhould 
be required to venerate Fortune, and, at the 
" Tame time, to expreſs his abhorrence of thoſe ; 


is brought before our eyes, and we ſeem to 
are few finer portraits in any hiſtory. . : Aber 


their opinion, he ought. to have ſaid, inter- ] 


1 
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x erf tood in als. 3 mean 
e lear N ecclefiaſtical r n 
Polycarp was a perſon of a warm temper, 
and apt to expreſs his ſentimen vich dane 
degree of aſperity. ee che 1 NE 
ſiarch, meeting Poly: : rp, BG Kiiowelt- N 

« thou mef̃ © I. know ere anſwered 
Polycarp, to be. the firſt born of Satan.“ 
This is related by ro . mM w_ 
Eceleſ. 1.1 iv. FS? > ls 17 

There is. a ge in ene 5. eile 
to the Philippians, which, if Archbiſnop 
Wake's tranſlation be juſt, ſhews, that the 
good man was ſeafible of this infirmity og 
his own temper. The words are: 9 2. 
« But at preſent it is not granted unto me 
« to practiſę that which is written, Be ang- 
« ry.and ſin not. Some doubt, however, 
may be entertained of the propriety of * 
tranſlation. The original Greek herd, is 
loſt 3 and all that remains is a barbarous anc * 
wee Latin . "Hy e runs . | 
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is, for eighty-ſix ee 34 IRE © 
To this int pretation the mays 1 I e- 

deus are oppoſed ; who ſays, Lap Fu 


Hiſt. Eeeleſ. I. iv. c. 14], emmoxu yap! near 


ſeuuene. 3 Tar vnpanfeg. But ſurely, one 


may ſay of a man who dies at the age of 


eighty-· Ax, ee that he had remained very long : 
4 upon the earth, and was very old.“ The 
court 0 ſeflion 1 in een has ſubſiſted for 


e 


= 

Ch 
4 

5 
4 

R 

i 

ir 

xd | 
P 

+ 9 
i. 
A 
TTY; 
1 
4 o 


ee ee e eee 


PUPS OE oe A ena — — 


— 


—— 


1 + leg > e — = * 7 e 
Po < 2 8 WA 2 A yes + fo FA * 2 
* A I» * 2 T 2 y q WO 7 2 Re 
—_ — _ _—— 9 * K = 
* - PIR N 1 7 h * 2 
i — = - * . — — — 0 N 7 — * 7 2 — 8 3 — — . 
n — 5 Py 5 "+ 4 : * 5 oth 3 — * 5 — 
— — ̃—⅛qCn a ee REA 7 "ater tr A ARR ERA IP, 
* ” : > — * 2 4 * — % * — 11 Co * 4 n — by 
* J " >) n 9 — hot N 2 2 
— yung n * * — 


1 * 
. — 
9 — 2 
= >= T 5 232 
5 „ * 


N 3 . 1 * 1 ” 5 75 to 
i + abt . - 1 — — - — — * 
. ELIE. as p Fe * = - x £ 48 — 2 

— . : E a ee Fe . n * 


n 2 


— 


Go, * * 
TIEN * 4. 


= 
3 

De 
PEE a 


. 
4 wth St Ma "awe 


- 2 
N : 
r 


2 e 


* 2 
N * 
. — 44 
2 
— 


* 


x 


A p : : f : 
** 92 5 
71 F 4 ; 
: , * 5 * by 0 ; "4 - PF Y 

" Pans 4 

* 2 8 * 

1 
* 1 q 
* 


about 3 ars, FO 3 paſs 
of fifteen judges, and ſometimes the num- 
ber of judges has been greater; yet during 


that period one judge alone [Sir Richard 


Maitland of Thirleſtane] has attained to 

thoſe years which' ſome nm 0m * 

" wha not allow be neee 2 

e Pag. 13. „ 5 
« ines thou eite a: me 

< to ſwear by what thou ſtyleſt the Fortune 

S Cæſar, Ser. "7; 1 Neyodotes, &c is, 
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probably, alludes to the egy oy words 


which Quadratus may be fuppoſed to have 
uſed in bis chortation to Polycarp. 

60 Appoint a day, and hear.” ry 
offered to make his - Apology or * 
at the tribunal of the proconſul. yo 

perſuade the mutirnde.” This 
anſwer of the proconſul expreſſed bis con- 
tempt of Polycarp; as if he had ſaid, I- 


© magineſt thou that I am to be cs 
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But where is the evangelical precept which 

enjoins us to ſer forth the RY of 8 
to all men, however ur 

may be to afford un. 
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(romp, Euſebius however, and t the : 
verſionz read, the teacher of 
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© propriety of Mees the + a - K 0 
'F here tranſiated, the prefidtns'of the vu, 
of Aſia. It i is probable, that the whole ren 
had the name of Afarchs 3 although the pro- | 
conſul of Aſia may have received or aſſu- 


med the privilege of nominating the prefi. 


dent or chairman, who was; by way of emi- 
_nence, filed the Aftarch: * - This ſubjectz 
however, is not worthy of a formal diſqui- 
fition. The office of Afiarch muſt have 
been expenſive'; for he who dif charged it 
was 5 to e e vey to the | 

0 Now it beloved PO his viſlon foul 
4 de fulfilled,” Kc. Every circumſtance con· 
Hides matter of Se His Aeon, 
in particular, has inch the ſubject of much 


critical inquiry. foreſight | of his 
. a ans 25 ben * ton, Inquiry, p-. 
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* Polycarp had: 'only pt 
tell, that he was to ſuffer martyedom, th 
obſervation” of 'Dr Middleton: might have: - 
been juſt: but gr Fuckin 1 
© me to be burnt alive,” ag 
Now, it might be 
— could N 
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in the theatre at Smyrna; there was. not one 
man who: could bave 
pderudonce, that Polycarp was to» be: durnt a. 
| 3 Bret for had all with: one vofce de- 
.manded;. that Polycarp· might be expoſed: to 
ld. beaſtsz and had not their d 
out of ſeaſon, he would have 
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waving. this, 
the interpretation of omens and dreams had - 
s been reduced into a ſyſtem. 7 

mong the Heathens z/ and chat from the . 
ſion which: Polycarpis reported to have wen, 5 
2 Heathen would have derived a prognoſtic _ 
of ſome ſudden good fortune. Now grant- - 

without evidence or 1 1 
1j chat eee imbibed and retained p 
the Pagan ſuperſtitions in the matter of , 
dreams, he might nave * en Ul 
from the viſion 1 5 the AY pillows _ bY i | 
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dr Toll, Defence of Dr Middleton, 5 37. 
ry of the viſion of Polycarp 


Smyrna. But in "the ſame: paragraph he akt 
ſays, As to Polycarp's foretelling his death, Je 
Dr Middleton very juſtly obſerves, tha iſ «.. 
4. che forelight of fuch an event, in che time oy 
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: 4. of cruel erst « f 
of 4 pruphatic ſpirit. e 
For conſiſtency's: fake.» we ns we, 4 
hat Mr Toll meant to ſax, that Polycarp, cj 
From probable conjecture, foretold his own < 
death; but that the Chriſtians of Smyrna i 1 

- Galſely aſcribed. this foreknowledge o, a fl wh 
vine viſion... An i 5 et \ 
It is, no doubt, A moſt effewal method an 
. feng, 6 aſide JANET e vid , Wi ma pert 
xioi 
29 2 05 1 2 7 RE FL 12 ee nets 
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. were zealous in in the bells" 
alter having obſerved, that tl 
Jeus Sight" ſeem ſtrange, adds, "0p 
th 'Polycarp, bee 
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we N religion, Ah nor. 1 —. taken 


e Chris but be could. not have cried 
„% Away with the ungodly.“ e or have 
from. « by the Fortune of Cg, N ts 
« He ſought 10 untle his ſandal 17 & 
The minute circum 
narrative are relat 
"The. office of u tying the ſandals ſee 
e in anciens times 49 be one of the” me 
<, and was | 
From this 


| however," we learn, 
| = bee ths « young » to 


6. . 


. tances in this part che 
t d. with much. Ante. 


4 bk \ 8 Was to be Pein „ - Þ 


does not ſeem probable, thar the” you 
Jacket was employed in the execution of P 

lycarp. It is true, that Nero, in order to 
conciliate the affect ions of the commons of 
Rome, was wont to clotke the Chri 
garments ſmeared: with bitumen, and then - 


to ſet fire to Wan 
expreſſes it, 4 

appear 1 that gal mode of wanton 
ever 1 repea ed. | Had the fuffer ngs of Po 
carp been att aded with any -irct 7 
of this nature, it is impofſible to 
chat the Chriſtians of Smyrna would e 
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| Beelf. f p. aa with great probability, * ſup 
he fetters in which Polycarp was bound, W the 

| were to have been fixed by nails to the ſtake, 2 
not that his hands were to have been pier- 1 


? 


ced with nails, That would have greatly 
added to the torments of his execution Y and 
it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that bis tor- 
mentors: s had en Nero inclination to 


| what was appointed and i an: 
ore old.” Kale eile hace 8 Tporpari- fur 
pwaTnte. This evidently alludes to the vidon i v2 

of the burning pillow ; and. therefore they Ty 

| who imagine, that the viſion was invented . 


| by the Chriſtians of Smyrna, ought,” if they 7 

mean to be conſiſtent, alſo to ſu ppoſe, that 
this part of the prayer of Polycarp is to obe. a 

riod to the ſame ſpirit of fiction. on 

« Through the i incorruption of 185 00 | ſen 

« Ghoſ." Feber be gene bodies en | 


4 Jeſus Chriſt; chrough 
an e ee 
7, now and tor r 


. he ; oth 5 ns 
all the read lings do in effect convey the ſam | 
ſenſe. © Qu omnia quamvis idem fonene, 
10 prima tamen lectio ſtylo apoſtolico wagis 
« conſentanea eſt.  Hhift. Ecels ' 
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4 che | icky demea b. woe, 
ae hers uſd, Valeſius ſupp! poles, 
that Polycarp uttere: Sis prayer with a low 

d Amen aloud: The 
obſervation i is unworthy of fo learned a man. 


Had Polycarp pronounced his Tac: 
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5 tion of detecting 2 trick in che e | 
ehurch at Smyrna, that, after having plead: 
: ed for the authority of the reading Ca dove} 1 
at p. 126. he actually pleads for the reality 


of the dive itſelf, ar p. 220. If, ſays he; 


* a dove was really ſeen to fly out of the 
| 0 wood, which: was prepared | 
« Folyrarp, it might have been conveyed : 
<« thither, probably by den, in order to be 5 
ec let looſe at a certain moment; as in the . 
«* funerals of the Roman emperors, an ea- 


10 conſume 


te gle was always obſerveck to fly out of the 


4 funeral pile, as. ſoon as it began to blaze, 
which was ſuppoſed to convey the ſoul of 
the dect ed to heaven of which a ſo⸗ 


a lemn depoſition was conſtantly made up- 


* on oath,” in order to the deification of 
& thoſe emperors.” To prove tlie noted 
fact of the eagle, Dr Middleton takes the 
aus, ib; lvi. and 1 


trouble of quoting Dion Ca 
Ib. Ixxiv, 3 but to prove the ſolemn depoſition 
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nan emperors, 4s aon as it be- 


;bine; Key made their dove iſſue out when 
the fire was well nigh extinguiſhed. How 
thoſe: ſigacious artiſts contrived to keep the 
dove in the midft of:the flames until the con- 


cluſion of the ſpectacle, muſt remain for e- 


ver among the arcana of natural philoſophy. 
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aſcribed 40. them by Dr Middleton. 
1 % ͤöĩ7̈% Ca ES Since, 


11 but that, improving on this 


4 
4 
| 
t 


IFR the Chriſtians imagined, that 
a dove iſſue from the body of Polycarp, they.” 
_ muſt have been viſionaries, and of a te 
exceedingly. credulous. Now, if that had 
been their ; Gif 


. 


eee 


the circumſtances in which their Ser e 


had clothed it. For example, the dove 
than ſnow; ĩt would. Þ 


would have been: | 
have fluttered round the head of the mar- 


yr, and it would have fogdealy mae 


leſs the, dove . is ; careleſcly mentioned, as. . 


o 


e N 8 3 — 
, 4 * — bs mn 
— — 


rr — 


— 
N , + : — 
F 
ME ** 
+ 


1 4 EET : PEEL] — D * — — — * 
eee e. 
_ — * co Om * 2 07.0 r — 


chat mere is an erroneous reading 
pet he adds an obſervation, which, 11 ut; 


would go ft r 10 prove, . Ie" wes” "e's an- 

cient m ae His words Tm 
recentioribus Kindum 9 et 

4 vox meucrege "Tervannda, et ma tyrium Po- 


5 lycarpi iſto novo Pr digio ornandum et 


dum, nullu: dubits, quin Lucianus 
: voluerit fictione vulturis fabj- | 


= to exeuntis ex rogo Peregrini, q. 


juiſſet innuere miraculum idem fuiſſe, et et 


* in morte Poly et in morte Peregrini 


«ſui, eddem Wander ac vanitate iſta diſſe- 


* minari, fatuæ plebeculz Taiuarporetrepar 
4 prandia ac Lerkumeda nee Chriftianos 


26 3 a 8 


2. vulturem unius eee landum, 
5 quam ad alterius columbam memoran- 
6; dam er 9 And again: 
| 0 Ex 


\ ft 7 2 
* _ 4 * , þ 
* . | a 
— 8 ; | N 
* 1 


# 
& x. 


5th, _ 

«. fuerit tantum lute: W See "4 
« magiuarium. figmentum,. unde dicit Lu- 

* cianus. «pn ou{or,. ego ipſe emiſi vultu- 
ed a nido j cerebri mk 
*. illum excluſi, fovi, ac emiſi. Soli mihi tr 
45 3 wy _ ys mn Acc. 
ee. in age Paeari aba lee. 

Wien che A — I have 
ac; Songs) dud on the conjecture itſelf I. 
n de bea to * a few obſerva- 


o 


| Every ove k knows the ory ak Peregriaus, | 


of 4 Olympic games. The I 
greed, that this r either in the year, 


£ . 
. 
* 
: 4 
LY 
W 3 
— & 1 . 
A A : VN 
- * : 
3 * 2 
* 7 _ 7 1 
J * 
% 0 * 
. S . 
& } 
* — F- f 
mY 53 : N 
- \ N 
* * % ? * 1 . 
* * 1 8 — * 2 5 
\ > 


— 


r VOWS ̃ ͤ¹dũlV 5: te > es 4 ent ri 


% 


aut, Naa, x t. Ws 5. 556 | d 
4 
Þ 


m 


= 


= 


CR I IVY 


he ee 
— 


— 


r 


— 8] 


Ka. 


n en ad; 2 F 
. 2 * . 2 * r — — 


- 
— 
— 


- 
*'$ 
Z 
— 


"2 . a cn nr ct mg 
1 — rr mr Ir 1 
— . — 


T0000 


death of Peregrinus i is not aloe . are, 
| chere can be no reliance on eri af this 
3 nature. Let the martyrdom of 
placed as 
nus as late as 


narrative ſo early as the time at w 


orig nally | there, 18 


- 


WET NNE 
33 


e 
I K 2 
= 


or ISS 
p=p-4 


Fra; TE und? K — 
> a 


R 


e 
— ͤ— —— 


— — — — 


rr 
— ww « g 
— - 


—ͤ—ũ—ñä—— — net 
— 5 * 


— 


: WT SET * * 22 
— — 2 — — — — 


PR 2 3 9 —_—_— * 5 n 5 — 
af Xx” _— — * — 2 be * — - f — LS N 
2 * «In; +. 7 * K 5 N * F N 
f „ 2 — 
TH — r on 3 mean ® 7 re Words 80 3 — 3 dy 
5 — * ES 5 _ n RO LT —— a —— 
a> & 2 * « * I 3 * 3 5 


f 


SH that he nden the re 
he dove. [quaſi voluiſſet innuere. 1 But 
what occaſion wins re for hinting his diſ- 
belief of a circumſtan e attending the death WW * 
of one of the followers of C Chriſt, in a trea- 
tiſe where he openly and avowedly profeſſes 
dis contempt of Chriſtianity and its author ? 
In ridieuling the Cynics, he may be ſuppo- 
fd to have hinted at the Stoics, who were 
at chat period the faſhionable ſect; but there 
was no reaſon for his being ſo cautious with 
regard to the deſpiſed and hated Chriſtians. 
Accordingly we ſee, that in this treatiſe he 
aims his bolt at the doctrine of benevolence 
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-- That” 


Ate : by 1 Dr ue Examination: of) Dr 
Middleton's free inquiry, "DG: oo 22% If,” 7 ſays 


* , probable aud the WY ingenious © 50 ern en 


« tion is, I think, that of Le Moine, Pro- 


* leg. ad. 50 a ia facra, who reads wr appreps < 
cc * & Ears, in manuſcripts where the | 
words ſtand cloſe together undiſtinguiſhed 0 
« by any accents or interpunktions, as is the 1 f 
* caſe in many m nu cripts, it was eaſy for 6 b 
« a careleſs and ignorant tranſcriber to write ; 
6 Wink dend "ow ne and chen, finding „ 
fear drama fen nnen, Bar . 
Wy" pi 
ag it Ang to make out MI <7 

* che ſenſe and conſtruction of the paſſage; 


, and, 4, from one ſuckcteanſeripe, it is eaſy to 
4 imagine 


9 imagine, how vide bee 0 bead et 0 
ce through the reft of the copies, and- ap- 
« pear in thoſe manuſcripts, out of which 
«© Uſher and Bolland made their editions, 
<6 and which 25 OY to > the th prop 

| "8 reading.” 2 

An error fue 1 a8 Dr Brocke Ae 
may, no doubt, have been committed by 
the ignorance or careleſſneſs of tranſcribers. 
We read ancient authors as they have been 
corrected by the critical {kill of publiſhers 
but were we to read chem as they are in ; 
many MSS. we ſhould meet with thou- 


ſands of examples, where greater changes „ 


have been made by impertinent tranſtribers. 
Dr Jortin, who had a more muſical ear 
Man Dr Brooke, reads, #50 inſtead we 
inal to avoid _ poetic numbers. He alſo 
propoſes id auc ef as preferable to in £706 
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| 1 ment. 
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4s ill che baſis of the whole. £5 
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| Smith, Brooke, 'and many other learned 
men. Nevertheleſs there Op. remain ow 
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That © abundance of. blood iſſued from 
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de induced to draw. a quite op} 


30 * 


ence, and to wonitide; wins the ſtory bf Eu- 
4alia's dove gave occaſion to the fie ftion of 
_ Polycarp's dove; becauſe Chriſtians were 
more credulous in be 3 of Prudentivs 
than in the ſecond century. 
It ſeems no rd 9 . 
Tiens, who drew up the Greek legend of 
Tolycarp, was the perſon who interpolated 
the dove 4 the narrative of che church of 4 


would not have been de 
conſcience from making an arne. / 
It is remarkable, that the ancient L rin” v 
_ ion of the account of the martyrdom of 
Polycarp, is made from the copy written by 
Pionius. We thus trace the ſtory of the 
Love to him; and we en no ene thar' 
it exiſted before his time. „„ 
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a His copy rather ſerves to increaſe than 
Aiminiſh the ſuſpicion, that we owe the dove 
e him; and — he mi Slit have ſaid of it, 
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haps of boch; and to a perſon of ſuch a 
c| r we may, with propriety, aſcribe 
che interpolation 1 che ven Tigre. 
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| Ee Wappen Jeſus or Po carp: 
6: Quid hoe intererat Judæorum vel Ethni- 
% corum ?. ſed improbi homines, cum nul - 
«. Jam malignitati rationis ſpeciem prætexere 
« poſſent, non falſam tantum, ſed et abſur- 
„ dam commenti ſunt.” Hiſtoria Eccleſ. 
p- 729. Le Clere read and wrote with too 
much precipitation: had he allowed en i 
leiſure to reflect, he would have perceived, 
that the obſervation made by the Heathens 
and the Jews was not abſurd.” If we ſuppoſe, 
that they held Chriſtianity to , 
obſervation is indeed hurt 5. but we muſt 
remember, that they held Chriſtianity to be 
the viſion of fuperftition and enthuſiaſm; for 
they were not fo refi xd in their apprehen- 
lions as to believe it the fction of - knaves. 
Now, "white Wy: remained in this belief, 
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64 3 thank as we. 8 opportu- 
« nity, with joy and gladneſs, the Lord ſhall 
% grant unto us to celebrate,” Ke. 

An eminent teacher be was, and more · 
« over a choſen martyr. - | Archbiſhop 
Wake, by joining this with this: preceding 
ſentence, has made the Chriſtians of 8Smyr- 
na ſay, that Polycarp was ſpoken of by 
the very Gentiles themſelves in every | 
(c place, as having been not only an emi- | 
« nent teacher, hut alſo 4 glorious martyr.” 
Surely. the Heathens did not ſpeak of m 
car. e been ee e 1 
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reaſon” tor believe, that the very, name 'of 
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e W of iis epiſtle it is bee that 5 
the Chriſtians in-Lyons and Vienne were in · 
diſeriminately perſecutel; a chat no diſ- 
tinction was: made by their enemies between | 
bond or free, ecdlefiaſtics or! 
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b. l. ch. 32. ee 


Maximin, the. Thratian, — ordained, that 
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As. to the 10. . is, primitive 
; Chriſtians avowed themſe toes to be Atbeiſts 
in the Heathen ſenſe of che word; and in- 
deed it appears, from various kg in 
E Tertullian and. Minucius Felix, that they 
ſometimes carried their contempt. « of the Pa- 
San divinities beyond che payads of evange- 
cal prudence. 1 
8 The Emperor Julian ER Chriſtianity 
&@. Thy Alirnra,” the Atheiſm, by: WAY « of e- 
: minence. Although, no very. candid adver- 
| ary, he could not mean to ſay, that the | 
Chriſtlans denied a firſt cauſe, and a ſuper- 
intending. Providence. In his 511 epi- 
ſtle, to the people of Alexandria, he com- 
plains, that they. preferred Jeſus to the Great 
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"I G, 8 Aer, 3 emu, i. e. 15 the 
living, animated, Hb intelligent repre-, | 
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10677 dppbatchffel:qui Menze det t i 6 
fans a ag farris fuperficie quaſi ad 
innoxios ictus provocato, cæcis occultiſque 
vulneribus oceiditur: ae pro nefas l fi- 
tienter ſanguinem lambunt, e een 
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[fea following. x. The general enmity of the 
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3 5 . _— — * 
: : FIT * 


N EP LID 


Pro W * e 


4 te <6 ons 
| on Cn. AS 


> mY 
5 
2 Fe 
—— 


— — 


— - 
AIDE. oy — 


ne 
” . 
3 
. ry 


. 2 — 
* 8 » * 22 aa wee” A * — *» — * — * * 
r OE Ee I IE r 8 r f 5 
i — - 7 x — — — — — Hog in cen — — — p 5 — * — 8 2 — 
. * , WE. _ N . 
1 * 
Fe - 
; 
. 
- : „ * — 
: 2. d . 


— 
S 
- Irs 


2 


N or a 155 2 


0 


_ To ſacrifice young children” was. one ol 
ſolemn rites of Paganiſm.” But this was 
Ade © oh preciſe charge againſt the primitive 


Chriſtians ; for they were accuſed, not only 


of ſlaying a young child, but ll: bigs 
| Wann and eating his fleſh. | e 


Vet this alſo is not without 1 1 in 


Hearhen ſtory. It is ſaid, chat Catiline and 

his accomplices murdered a boy, aud join- 
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D themſelves by a tremendous oath of ſecrecy. 
| Plutarch, t. i. p. 866. edit. Paris 1624-3 
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counts for that ancient calumny againſt the 
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We are informed v7 hai 
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her was Carpoeras or Carpocrates, head of 
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Hiſt: Eccleſ. I. iv. c. 7. His tenets, as re- 
lated by the. authors here. quoted, are ſo im- 
pious and extravagant, that they would ap- 
pear incredible, were it not, chat ho, limits 
can be fixed to the caprices of weak under- 
ſtandings, or to the profligacy of corrupted 
hearts. To Carpocrates and his followers it 
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Hence we learn, that the Chriſtians of the 
ſecond century had Chriſtian ſlaves. in their 
families, and that this was not co \fidere 
a thing ſtrange or blameworthy.. N 
be firſt teachers of Chriſtianity delivered 
no poſitive . precepts. reprobating domeſti 
 Nlavery; and yet to detain ann, of both 
\ ſexes, rogether with their offspring 
bondage authoriſed by the Roma ſeems 
hardly conſiſtent with the enim ef Chri- 
ſtianity. Should not then the genius of their 
religion have induced the primitive Chri- 
ſtians to ſet their * at WW 9 1 think 
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6. Jo tate the blood 1 animals,” 
As it appears, that the Jewiſh precept, 

of abſtinence from blood, was obſerved by 
the Chriſtians of Gaul in the ſecond centu- 

ry. This abſtinence from blood was proba- 
bly one of the cauſes which led the Hea · 

thens to fuppoſe, chat che Jews and the 


Chriſtians profeſſed the ſame tenets. Ir is 
remarkable, that the Heathens knew little 
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. hoc uſque tempus pauci admodum lapſi 
4 fuerant: itaque, ceflante morbo, nihil opus 
« erat hujuſmodi medicina,” Subſecutis au- 


ti tem perfecutionibus hoc remedium ere- 


4 brius uſitatum eſt.“ The Chriſtians of 
Gaul ſpeak not of reeeiving again into the 
_ church thoſe who had fallen away. They 


mean, that on this occaſion there was an ex- 


| ample of apoſtates again acknowledging that 

faith which they had abjured; - 

they, there were few examples 3 and they 
mention it as 2 e mercy vouchſafed 
by Chriſt. It is | probable, chat they had 

Hieb vi. 4. in view; a paſſage which affords 
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living Auguſtus: a court- poet ſays, -v the: 
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occaſion of the great annual ſolemnity, wheny 


the ſixty nations of Gaul met at che altar” | 
ſacred to Rome and Auguſtus, on the ka- 
lends or- iſt of Auguſt. The figure of this 


celebrated altar may be ſeen on medals ʒ and 


it is particularly delineated by Meneſtrier, 
Hiſtoire de la ville de Lyons, + p. 68. The. 


ſixty nations of Gaul erected an altar fe- 


Rome and Auguſtus, We need net inquire 


why divine honours were beſtowed · on he. 
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| N Sean entertain of the other divinity, Rome 90 


The Roman ſoldiers O occaſionally vi- 


| fited our iſland, have left many veſtiges of 
their veneration for the gods of Britain; | 
with whoſe names they were -unacquatated: 
Hence it might be conjectured, that the na- 
tions of Gaul intended to dedicate their al- 
tur Genio pepuli Romani, This conjecture, 
_ however, is unſatisfactory; for if by Roma, 
they meant Genius pepuli Romani, why did 
they not employ that phraſe, which is no 
leſs claſſical Gan 1 7955 Act more W h 
fire? 0 4 | 
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| Bri itain Diis loci, Genio boi, and Genio terre 
| Britannice, knew not the names of the tu- 
telary divinities whom the Britons adored ; 
but ſurely the Gauls could not be ignorant, 
. thai their favourite. Mars was the tutelary 
_ divinity. of the city of Rome; I therefore i i- 
magine, chat * Roma * underſtood the | 
gon pe 1 „ city 
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nument of vile and abject flattery, without 
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« wild beaſts.” This. the governor did 0 


gratify the ſpectators, who no doubt: eſteem- 


ed the-devouring of men by wild beaſts. to 


be à far nobter ſhew chan ſimple bel cadir 


and yerherein the governor acted in n 
contempt of the laws. Strange that Attalus, 
who was neither a ſlave nor a biſhop, ſhould 
have been expoſed to ſuch tortures, under | 
the mild and envied adminiſtration of the 
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Sos. 2 Macc. vii. 
« Ineloſed in h 1 was one ** 10 


refinements. of barbarity in thoſe times to 


incloſe the criminal i in a net, and then to 


throw him to be toſt by abull. Tg 


« That the feripture. might - be fulflled, 


He thut i is unjuft,” &c. This alludes to 


Rev. xxii. 21. 22.3, and it affords ſütisfying 


| evidence, that the Apocalypſe. was received 


as a book of canonical ſeripture in- the; ſes" 


- cond century. 
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the martyrs as were Roman citizens, and in 
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| headed. In the extract of this epiſtle which 


Euſebius has given, he does not ſpecify the 
number of the martyrs. 5 He himſelf ſays; 
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in the epiſtle from the Chriſtians of Gaul, 
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becauſe he had inſerted the epiſtle at full 
length in another work, called The collection . 
.of martyrs; but unhappily that work 1 is loſt. 5 
Gregory of Tours, Hist. Francor. T1 6-27 
nartyrs of Lyons 
were forty-eight | in number. In l. 1. c. 49. 
De gloria martyrum, he mentions the ſame 


number of forty-eight; but in recounting | 


their names, he only .mentions forty-five. 
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